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COVID-19 Vaccine Announcement #1: 


As I'm sure many of your heard, it’s very likely that the first shipment 
of the initial COVID-19 vaccine will occur this week. This vaccine is 
manufactured by Pfizer and requires an “Ultra-Cold" freezer that 
will Keep the vaccine at a temperature of minus-/0 degrees 
Centigrade or minus-94 degrees Fahrenheit. This type of freezer 
capability is not necessary in most businesses and there has been a 
huge demand for these units. Most rural counties are not ordering 
these specialized (and expensive) freezers. The next vaccine, which 
is from Moderna, and is likely be approved DOES NOT require Ultra- 
cold freezing and can be stored in a typical household freezer type 
environment. 


Your La Salle County Judge wants to provide the County's residents 
with ALL possible options for obtaining a COVID-19 vaccine and has 
approved the purchase of an Ultra-Cold Freezer. The estimated 
delivery date is mid-January. 


There is a priority list developed through the CDC which authorizes 
specific people to obtain the COVID-19 immunization before the 
general public. The list was developed with the people with the 
highest risk of catching COVID-19 in the first group, specifically 
HEALTHCARE WORKERS, who have the potential for exposure to 
infected patients and RESIDENTS OF LONG TERM FACILITIES who 
are unable to live independently. 


For this reason, the initial shipment of vaccine will only be sent to 
hospitals for the vaccination of their staff. PLEASE do NOT go to 
any local hospital asking to have the vaccine administered to you as 
they are not authorized to dispense vaccines to the public at this 
time. 


Depending on the manufacturer of the vaccine, a SECOND dose 
MUST be administered either within 21 or 28 days of the first dose. 
You must agree to obtain the second dose on the appropriate dates 
BEFORE you will be given the initial dose. 


There is a very detailed reporting system that vaccine providers 
must follow. Specific details on every person vaccinated must be 
put into a national database. The main purpose of the detailed 
reporting is to be able to provide the exact same SECOND DOSE of 
the vaccine to each person within the necessary time frame. 


Much of the logistics and time frames are still being worked out. As 
more reliable information becomes available, | will post it here. 


I'm happy to answer questions; however, most of the specifics have 
not yet been determined. 


Also in a future post (and before the vaccine Is available to the 
general public), | will write about my personal experience with the 
Moderna vaccine, which is the second COVID-19 vaccine likely to be 
approved. As part of the national research study, | received the 
initial vaccine in September and the second dose early in October. 
More to come but my experience has been very positive. 


Please stay safe and continue to CLOSELY adhere to the CDC's 
guidelines especially during this "social" time of the year. We are 
seeing the anticipated spike in new COVID-19 infections which are 
attributed to residents NOT following the CDC quidelines during 
Thanksgiving. There is an end to this world-wide pandemic in sight 
if we all continue to practice six feet social distancing, mask 
wearing, hand washing, not touching your face and all other CDC 
recommendations. AND if the vast majority of us obtain the 
Vaccine as soon as it becomes available. 
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